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MINUTES
OF

REGULARMEETINGBETHEL
POLICE

COMMISSIONWEDNESDAY
JAN

182012
BETHEL

POLICEDEPARTMENT
CONFERENCE

ROOMATTENDING
CHAIRMAN

NICHOLASELLIS
COMMISSIONER

CHRISMCCOLLAM
COMMISSIONER

HUGOGRECO
COMMISSIONER

MIKEDUFF
CHIEF

JEFFREY

FINCH

ABSENT

COMMISSIONERDAN
GROSSO

ChairmanNick
Ellis

openedthe
meeting

at 600pm

General

Public

Comments

None

2

Review

of
Past

Minutesfor

12

20

11

Comm

Greco

noted

in

addendum

1

16

2003

should
be

116
2013

Chairman
Ellis

askedthatSec
8be

changed
fromapprovedCapt

Cedergren
sdesire

to
replacetosupportsCaptCedergren

s
desireto

replaceComm
Duffasked

that
the

statement
rock

protruding

intothe roadon
Nashville

Rd
be

changed

to

rock
adjacent

toroad
across

from
the

mailbox

on
63BTaylor

Ave
Also

that

the

sentence
It

either

needs

to
berepainted

or
removed

entirely

bestruck

as

the
solution

should

beleft
to

the
proper

departmentMotion
byComm

Greco toacceptthe

minutes
of

12
2011

with

revisions

secondedby
CommMcCo
lam

motion

passed
with

Comm McCollam

abstaining
due

to

absence at
1220

11

meeting

3

Budget

Report

Chief

Finch

had

nothing

of

significance

to

report

concerning

expenditures

Comm

McCollam

asked

about

MACO

expenses

being

included
in

the

office

supplies

account

instead

of

having

its

own

sub

account

Comm

Duff
stated

his

belief

that

the

Chief

has

the

authority

to

transfer
monies

between

line

items

which

the

Commission

can

then

authorize

with

the

Comptroller

providing

the

quality

control

Comm

McCollam

agreed

except

for

Capital

Account

items

which

in

the
past

has

involved

the

Comptroller

CommDuff
asked

and

received

the
Commission

s
approval

to

approach

theComptroller for
clarification

on
this

matter
Comm

Greco

questioned
the

high

overtimeChief
Finch

called

attention
to

the

breakdown
of

overtime

expensesprovidedOf
the

134K

spentsince



7111 64K has been for Communications overtime Motion by Comm Greco to
approve the budget report as presented seconded by Comm Duff unanimous

4 Old Business

a Monthly Reports

End
of

year

2011

UCR
Crime

Report

numbers

are

high
according

to

Chief

Finch

mainly
due

to

an

uptick

in
larcenies

Arrests

are

upas
well

Motion

by

ChairmanEllis
toaccept

the

monthlyreports
as

presented

seconded

byComm
Duff

unanimous

b

Blue

Spruce
Plumtrees

Taylor

Ave

Lt

Dickinson
looked

at

the

rock

on
Taylor

Ave

see

minutes

12
10

11

item

6

noting
from

the

records

that

it
has

caused

several

accidents
in

the
past
Public

Works
hasbeen

contacted

on

thisComm
Duff

askedaboutfollowupon
this

andsimilarmatterswhich

expose

theTown
to

potential

liability

problems
Lt

Dickinson

alsoreportedonhis
analysis

of

the

request

for
astop

sign

and

a

crosswalkat
Blue

Spruce

and

Plumtreessee
minutes

12
10

11item6a

The
complainant

s
concernwas

forschoolchildren
crossing

the streetto
reach

the

sidewalkThe
lieutenant

doesnotrecommend
either
a

crosswalk

or
a

stop

sign

By

law

stop

signs

cannot
be

installedforspeedcontrol

Marked

crosswalks

do

not

improvesafety
according

tostudiesand

may

even
increase

accidents Fouroutof thelast
five
pedestrianshit

in

Bethel

were

inmarked
crosswalks

Crosswalksareadvisablewhen
conditions

requireit
bestthatpeoplecross

ina
certainspot and

when
insufficient

gapsin
traffic

are
availableso

as
to

allowpeople
to

crossIn
this

situation
adequate

gapsexist

even

during
rush

hour
Sight

linesareexcellentand

cars

are

at

a

constant
speed

not

accelerating
from

a

stop

sign

Relatively
few

pedestrians

would

be
using

the

crosswalk
at

thislocationThe

installation

of

overhead

lighting

would

also
be

needed

The

lieutenantdidrecommend movingthe speedlimit
sign

atthe beginningof Plumtrees

byMapleAve
further

down

theroad toward

Blue Spruce
to

give
drivers
more

exposuretime

Motion

by
Comm

Duff
toacceptLtDickinson

s

recommendation
for

movingofexistingspeed

limit
sign

and
his

denialfor
the

stop

sign

and

crosswalk
seconded
by

Comm

McCollam
unanimous

5
New

Businessa
Hoyts

HillRdSpeeding
Lt

Dickinson
pointedoutthatHoyts

Hill

Rd
is

a

shortcut

toand
from

Rt58

Gathered

datashows
traffic

volumeasbeing
a

non

issue

At3500
per

day
itis

medium
forarea

through

roads

and

peak
is

low

at

300cars hour Trucktraffic

islow
Heavytruckswillstay

on

the

flatterMilwaukee

ratherthan
opting

forthe
hillLongertruckstend

to

avoid

thedifficult turn atHoyt

andRt58
Withaverage speedbeing

35mph

85th
percentilebeing 39mph

or
less

speedis
fairly

high

for

a

posted

25mph
roadwhich

could

benefitfrom

selectiveenforcement
Only

a
single

truckaccident

occurred
inthe past fouryears

andthat
involved

contacting

an

overhead

wireConsidering
carsnoserious

accidents
occurred

between



Highland and Rt58 in the same time period Of the five accidents which did
occur two were on private driveways and the other three were minor without

injuries

orthe

needto

tow
Theonly

issue

is that
thosesigning

thepetition
all

have

pull
in

back
out

driveways

without

the

optionofturningaround
in

order
to

pull

forward
into

traffic

A

test

required

11

seconds

toback

out
and

get

up

to
speed

while

pulling
out

and
turningright

or

left

require
3

and
5

secondsrespectivelyGiven
the

existing
sight

lines

and

general

driver

distractions

there

is

insufficient

time

to

safely

complete
aback

out

thenupto speedmaneuver

One recommendation
istorepositionthe25mph

sign

fromGreenwood

Avecloser
toFawn

Rd
for

a
longerrecognitiontime

and

setitat sevenfeet

toreduce
theperception ofroadwidth

and
positionit

closeto
theroad

From
HighlandAvedownthehill

there
isno

speed
signso

oneneeds
tobe

installed
preferablyby

82
HoytsHillOther dingydamagedsigns

should
also

be

replaced
withinappropriate

private
signsbeingremoved

Motion
byComm

McCollam
to

accept

Lt

Dickinsons

recommendations
forHoyts

HillRd
secondedby

Comm
Grecounanimous MotionbyChairman

Ellis
toadd

Walnut
HillandWeed

Rd
bridgetoNewBusinessas

item

5dand

move
InterviewsPolice

OfficeCandidates
to

5e

seconded
byComm

Greco
unanimousbDanbury

Half
MarathonApril

1St
2012Thisfootracewhich

starts
inDanburyruns downRt53and

out
toReddinghasbeenheld

in
thepastwithout incidentaccordingto

Chief
FinchcRevisedGeneralOrder

2010
02NewState lawrequirespolice

departments
tofollowcertainguidelineswhen

using
photolineups

inidentifying
criminalsAs

a
result201002GeneralOrder

needed
tobechanged

and
updatedMotion

by
ChairmanEllistoapprovethe

changes
toGeneralOrder 201002with

new
revisionsseconded

by
CommGreco

unanimous
dWalnut

and
WeedRdBridge

Lt
Dickinson

reported

this
bridgeproject

as
being

incomplete
its

completiondelayedby twomajorstormsWhat
wasaccomplished

has
been

asphalted

over

leaving

ahump
over

the
culvert

The
project

isscheduledto

befinished
by

in
the

Spring
but

in

the

meantime

it

could

create

a

problem

fordrivers
goingover

it
athighspeed

The
lieutenantdisplayed

an
onscreenphotoshowingthe

signage
solutionagreed

upon

for
bothsides

of

the bridge
RoadNarrows

over

Caution

Bump

Ahead
followed

bystopsign
ahead

symbolfollowed by
a
stop

signIn additionthere
are

constructionbarriers Motionby
Chairman

to

accept

Lt
Dickinson

s

temporary
signage

of
the

Walnut
Hill

Bridge
aspresented

secondedbyComm
McCollam



Motion by Chairman Ellis to go into executive session for the purpose of
interviewing police officer candidates and invite

Chief
Finch

to

attend

secondedby Comm

Greco
unanimous

eInterviews
Police

Officer

Candidates
At

8

00

pmthe

Commissioncame
out

of

executive

session

Motion

byComm
McCollam

that

employmentasa
policeofficerbeofferedto
MrJames

VanWattumconditionalupon
a

satisfactory
background

investigation

and
such

other
standard

andregular
requirements

of
theStateof

Connecticutand
the

Town

ofBethelseconded
by

Comm
Greco

unanimousMotion

by

Comm

McCollam

thatemployment
as

a

police

officerbeofferedto
Mr

AlexDanielsconditional
upona

satisfactory backgroundinvestigationandconditionaluponthe

nextavailableopening

within 60daysandother

such

other

standard
and
regular

requirements

of theState of
Connecticut and

the
Town of

Bethel

seconded
by

Comm
Duff

unanimous 6

Correspondence
None

7

Chief

s

Report
Therecent

dispatchhire
has
given

her
notice

and
will

beleaving
for

a

job
in

adifferentfieldThe
Department

is
again

one

dispatcher

short
and

advertising
for

the
position

One
officer

is
still
out

on
injury

leave

Former
dispatcher

Linda
Kavallines

is
now

working
in

records

Off

O

Farrell

has
gone

back

on

patrol from
the

Detective

Bureau

andOff

Delohery

is

now

inthe

Detective

Bureau
on

a
temporary

basis

for the
nextyear

Crime
is
up

because
of

larcenies
A

yearend
report
will

be
produced

by thenext
meeting

detailing
statistical
data

8

Commissioner

Comments

Comm

McCollamwelcomedMike
Duff

to

theCommission Chairman
Ellis

asked

aboutthe
Academy

No
slot

will

be
available

until

April
accordingtoChief

FinchAt
8

20
motion

byComm
Duff

toadjourn

seconded

by

Comm

Grecounanimous
Respectfully

Submitted

Ferd

i
nCCG

andfillerJr
Secretary


